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Our societies have witnessed a tremendous progress over the last
decades, when it comes to development sides and innovation,

unfortunately, it did not reach all of us equally.

At the same time, our Arab and European countries are facing
nowadays multiple challenges, even serious crisis that are threatening
progress achieved in human developing and livelihood of today as well
as our future generations meeting the needs of tomorrow... This is the

main challenge to which sustainable development must respond.

Sustainable development for each and every one should not be a
luxury but a given, considering the wealth of knowledge of our societies

and technology leap of last decades.

Sustainable development is not simply about providing bread and

butter, but is about giving dignity, hope and perspectives to our people.

It is also about equality and justice, more equal, just and happy
societies ensure strong cohesion and long-term stability for our
countries, something we all aspire to looking at with all these crises
around us, that is why it seems to me that this initiative is most
important, and | would like to thank the League of Arab States for

organizing it.

Since 2016 LAS and EU have lent special attention to the UN 2030
agenda for sustainable development and its 17 sustainable development
goals to ensure that governments policy makers adopt it as part of their

national strategies.

After the millennium development goals, the EU has been at the

forefront to develop the SDG agenda and is now supporting countries
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inside the EU, but also outside to achieve its goals, in every single
country of the Arab region our engagement and programs to follows

national development strategies and the 2030 agenda.

The joint declaration from the EU and LAS in its first summit in
February this year, also it reiterated the leader’s full commitment to the
universal 2030 agenda, it reflected a strong willingness from us all to
tackle development challenges to be able to achieve 2030 agenda to

prosperous and stable societies.

Today, the Arab region is affected by multiple developments and
crises, which are a combination of phenomena such as climate change,
mass loss of species, sole erosion, increasing social and economic
divisions and instabilities, depleting fossil fuels and resources,

increasing forced migration and overburdened governance.

However, progress has also been made with the past years in ending
extreme poverty, which is SDG1, and promoting affordable and clean
energy, energy efficiency and diversification is for sure a very positive

story in this region.

At the same time, today the most important gaps when it comes to
achieve the SDGs in the region is to target to reduce undernourishment
and to provide access to drinking water, in some Arab countries as
Egypt the water stress is about 70% indicating the strong probability of

future water scarcity.

It is crucial for the region to build capabilities in order to be able to
manage its resources, especially since population growth causes

increasing demands.
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Talking about sustainable development is perhaps about talking the
issue of climate change, more efforts needs to be done in regard to
environmental goals in a region where the main level of air pollution was
in 2016 more than 5 times the guideline value defined by the World
Health Organization, this means that 9 of 10 peoples living in urban

areas lacked clean air.

Whereas many countries in the world are facing problems achieving
SDGs, there is one fundamental challenge that Arab societies have to
deal with, which is wars and conflicts, directly or through a neighbor

state.

Implementing the 2030 agenda and achieving the SDGs in Arab
countries cannot be realized in isolation from addressing the many

violent conflicts in the region.

Almost all Arab countries are adjacent to countries experiencing
instability, or are suffering such a problem themselves, which
undermines the potential advantages of the region cooperation and the
critical role this can play in enhancing the implementation of national

SDGs.

As a consequence of the highest political involvement and policy
coherence is paramount between a variety of actors: policy makers, civil

society and researchers.

The EU will animate some sessions during this week and we are very
happy to be partners with LAS on sustainable development as
development can only be achieved through collaboration and partnership

across borders and across regions.
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The EU and LAS have developed since over 1() years now a close
partnership in a very broad range of areas, the first of is EU-LAS
summit which gathered 40 heads of states or governments, early this
year in Sharm el Sheikh, was a strong political signal of engagement and

mutual interest at the highest level.

In addition to our strong political partnership, EU has also been
supporting the capacity of LAS in areas such as crisis prevention and

response.

The EU has also been working with LAS on Euro-Arab intercultural
dialogues on a range of topics as gender, employment, energy,
environment and human rights, challenges which are hampering

sustainable development across the Mediterranean.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is the events like this one that provide
unique opportunities for exchanging ideas for further cooperation for
implementing SDGs effectively and to open new horizons of

opportunities.

I wish you all a successful event and further collaborations under the

EU programs and beyond.
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